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— mann, 
dd for reſidence as well as defence, are, for the 
moſt part, of no higher antiquity than the con- 
| queſt, for though the Saxons and Romans had. 
aftles built with ſtone, yet they were few in 
{ number, and at that period, through neglect or 
T invaſions, either deſtroyed, or ſo much decayed, 
| that little more than their ruins were remaining. 
This is aſſerted by many of our hiſtorians and —* 
antiquaries, and aligned as a reaſon for the fa- 
3 aun with which William made himſelf maſter of 
3 was not eva 
| good a general as the conqueror, who effeQually _ 
r well ann 


\ | - 


qa) 


ere caſtles all See | 
to repair and augment the old ones. J 
Befides as he had parcelled our the lands of the 
Engliſh amongſt his followers, they to protect 

themſelves from the reſentmetit of thoſe o deſpoil- 
ed, built ſtrong holds and caſtles on their eſtate:; 
this likewiſe cauſed a conſiderable increaſe of - 
theſe fortreſſes, and the turbulent and unſettle! 
ſtate of the kingdom in the ſucceeding reign, 1 
ſerved to multiply them prodigiouſly, ever 
baron or leader of a party, building caſtles, info. 
much that towards the latter end of king Stephen's | 
reign, they amounted to the number 0: eleven 4 
hundred and fifteen. 1 
As the feudal ſy tem gathered arena theſe 

caſtles became the heads of bar-nies. Each c- 
tle wag a manor, and its caſtellan, owner, or go- 


3 vernor, the lord of that manor. Markets and | 


- fairs were directed to be held there, not only to 
prevent frauds in the king's duties or cuſtoms, but 

alſo as they were eſteemed places, where the um 
of the land wee ob'erved, and 28 ſuch had a very | 
„ / 


cm 1 | 
Por this good order did not lalt long, for the 


| lords of caſtles began to arrogate to themſelves 


royal powers, and at length their inſolence and 


| oppreſſion grew to ſuch a pitch, that accord- 
| ing to William of Newburgh, © there were in 
| England as many kings, or rather tyrants, as lords 


of caſtles”, and Matthew Paris ſtiles them, 


very neſts of devils and dens of thieves”. 


Taz materials of which caſtles were built, vari- 


ed, according to the places of their erection, but 
F the manner of their conſtru ction ſeems to have 
deen pretty uniform. The outſides of the walls 
'F were generally bui!t with the ſtones neareſt at 
F hand, laid as regularly as their ſhape would 


admit; the infides were filled up with the like 


| materials, mixed with a great quantity of fluid 
F mortar, which was called by the workmen, grout 
$ work. The angles were always quoined, and 


| 
4 
4 


de arches turned with ſquared ſtone, brought 


from Caen in Normandy, with which the whole 
| outſide was now and then caſed. Sometimes in- 


| ſtead of ſtone, the inſides of the walls were form- 
q with ſquarcd chalk. 
Wars 


* | 
Warn the Normans found the ruins of an 
ancient building on the ſcite of their intendel 


. AruQure, they either endeavoured to incorporae | 
it into their own work, or made uſe of the ma. 


terials, as may be ſeen by many buildings of 


' known Norman conſtruction, wherein are frag- 


ments of Saxon architeEure, or large quantitiz - 
of Roman bricks, which has cauſed them often | 
to be miſtaken for Saxon or Roman Edifices. ' 

Tux general ſhape or plan of theſe caſtles, de. 
pended entirely on the caprice of the architect, 
or the form of the ground intended to be occupi- | 
ed, neither do they ſeem to have confined then- 


"ſelves to any particular figure in their town, 
ſquare, 


round, and polygonal, oftentimes. occur- | 
hs bs the exiginct ports of the fame dl. 
The fiuation commonly choſen was an en 
or elſe the banks of a river. 
Tu different ſtories were frequently vaulted, | 
being divided by ftrong arches ; ſometimes u- 
deed they were only ſeparated by joists ; on the © 
| op was generally « platform, wich Þ, 
embaticld 


„ 


9 


(x) 


ada — from aw the garriſon 
could ſee and command the exterior works. 11 
Tux total change in the art of war, brought 
F bout by the invention of gunpowder and artillery, 
| the more ſettled ſtate of the nation, Scotland be- 
coming part of the dominions of the kings of 
| England, the reſpectable footing of our navy, 

whoſe wooden walls ſecure us from invaſions, 
and the abolition of the feudal ſyſtem, all con- 


pred to render caſtles of little uſe or conſe. 


| quence, as ſortreſſęs, ſo the great improvements 


" | inarts and ſciences, and their conſtant attendant 
'$ the increaſe of luxury, made our nobility and 


entry build themſelves more pleaſant and airy 


* | dvellings; relinquiſhing theſe ancient dreary 


manſions of their forefathers, where the enjoy-. 
nent of light and air was facrificed to the conſi- 


j deration of ſtrength, and whoſe beſt rooms, ac- 


cording to our modern, refined notions, have 
note the appearance of goals and dungeons for 
| priſoners, than apartments for the reception of a 


ich and powerful baron. 


Fox the various modes of attack and defence, 
machines, 


machines, and other weapons, made uſe of in 
the ſieges of caſtles, with the military laws to be 
obſerved in time of war, ſee the preface to 
_ Groge's antiquities of England and Wales, to 


THE HISTORY or 


WRESS I. E. 


(| Ten of wiedde is part at the 
T divifion of Holme Beacon, one of the four 
Beacons which form the wapontake of Hart- 
hill in the Eaſt Riding of the County of York. 
This pariſh is bounded on the north by 
chat of Bubwith, on the caſt and ſouth by 
che pariſh of Howden, and on the weſt by 
the river Derwent, which ſeperates it from 
| the pariſh of Hemingbrough ; it is about ten 
| miles in circumference, and contains from 
four thouſand, to four thouſand four h 


- 


LT Y 


t is compoſed of four villages, vis. Wref- 
lie, Newſholme, Loſtſome and Brind, which 
form two conſtableries, viz. 

Wreſsle with Loſtſome, 
Newſholme with Brind. 


In Domeſday Book, the village of Wreſſle 
is thus deſcribed : (a) "TI 
The land of Gilbert Tiſon. (6) 


ad | Tra. e. ad. iij. Car. | iii. 
III. et j. . cum j. Car. ct dim. In Nart Dufelt j. Car, 
Træ. que pertinet ad Wereſa. J ide Nichols's Edition of Damejday 


(5) Gtr Tirson.] At the time of the Norman conqueſt he 
was lord of Pridli i 


Fon's er married Ivo Lord Veſcy, 
the of her father. In y Rook, Gilbert Tin 
is put down as Lord of the wanors of Bonnebi, Bubvid, Fulcar- 
corp, Holme, 


| Santune, ami Houton, villages not far from 
Wreſsle. Fora good accannt of "1s Family a 1 err iter narriagęes 
fee Hntchinſon's view of Northumberland, val. 2. f. 20% © 


* [ 3 ) 


In Wreſsle and Siwarbi, Alwin had eight 
carucates(c) taxable(d), of which there is 
arable land ſufficient for four ploughs. Gil- 
bert has there-one carucate, fixteen villans(e) 


and five bordars{f), with five ploughs. 


ſe) Canvecars.] 
laboured wi 


(4) TaxaBLre.] That is, paid 
which was firſt impoſed in the reign of King Ethelred, about the 


err William the I. and II. 

it was laid aſide by Henry I. and aboliſted entirely by King 

Stephen. Kelhan's illaſtr. of D. B. Mortimer's Eng. v. i. p. 93. 

r 
ons | at r 

- - of pow. cox rg annexed to the manor or land ; 

perſon of the Lord, and tranfserrable 


fa) 


There is a prieſt and a church. There 
alſo a wood in which there is paſturage for | 
cattle(g), one mile long and one furlong | 
and a half broad. The whole manor is two | 
miles long, and one broad. In the time of 
| King Edward the Confeſier, it was valued x | 
| forty ſhillings, now (that is at the time of | 


writing Domeſday Book) at fixty ſhillings. 


To this manor belongs a ſoc or liberty 
of the following lands, viz. In Spellington 
| (Spaldington) fix carucates, and in Lont 
(Lund) one carucate and a half, which four 
ploughs may till. There are there two Soc- 
men(+5) with half a carucate. 


There 
houſe, and a ſmall parcel of land, and might perhaps be domeſtic - | 
—_ rie ** | 
wood, &c. T ; Vie Kelban®, theft. of D. k 
e Sriva PasrtILEs.] That is, a wood where the maſtage 
2 


8 25 Soc un.] Some of the Ki 
within the Soc, whi 


tal 


There are alſo ſeven oxgangs(s) in Wil. 
litoft, which belong to the manor of Wreſsle, 
uud in Gribthorp two carucates, and in 
Latham eleven oxgangs, which together are 
taxed for four carucates and two oxgangs. 


There is arable land ſufficient for three 


ploughs. Gilbert has there four villans and 
one bordar, with one carucate and a half. 
In North Duffield there is one carucate ot 
land which belongs to Wreſſle. 

d recerd called Nunes e which 
was taken by the Sheriffs of the different 
counties of England, 9 Edward II. anno 
1315, Wreſſle and Lotheſome are A—— 
the lordſhips of William de Percy. 

The next mention of Wreſſle is by Leland 
un his Itinerary, who ſays that Thomas Percy, 


| —— | 
(i Oxcanc.)] This is ſaid to be as much as one, or a pair of 
Oxen could or keep in tillage in a year; by ſome accounts 
ed twentyfour and eighteen acres, by others but ten, 
r 
was uncertain, according to the ſoil, which was harder or eaſier 
to 


[6 


Earl of Worceſter, purchaſed this manor 
which at that time was worth little more | 
than thirty pounds per annum(t). Leland 
does not mention of whom the Earl bought it, 
and as it appears to have been in the Percy | 
family about ſeventy years prior to the Earl 
of Worceſter, it is more than probable that ii 
came to him by deſcent. 

This Earl (and his nephew called Hotſpur) 
rebeliing azainſt King Henry IV. was taken 
priſoner at the batt.e of Shrewſbury, July the - 
twenty-ſecond, anno 1403, and was behead- 
ed at that town the next day, whereupon this 
lordſhip became forſeited to the King, who 
retained it in his hands for ſome years, and at 
length gave it to his ſon, John, Duke of 
Bedford, who died poſſeſſed of it 12 Henn 


vl. 
is only to be underſtood of the manor of Wreſide | 
alone, and not of the whole pariſh, fhe the i ion men- 
tioned in the ſequel, it X . reſele, Newſt:clme, | 
1 Lofifome and Prin ate rate and diſtin manors——The 


Percys acquired Newſbclime 7 intermarriage in the family of 
— Fancy Percy, called Fetf tho, whe was ſlain t 


| of 
Edmund lien Fai be + * 


(4) This 


tal 


dF cod qo é 


| VI. anno 1434. ai left it do that King his 
Thomas — Knighe, fon of Henry 
Percy, ſecond Earl of Northumberland, was 
_ created Baron Egremont, twentieth of No- 
| yember, 1449, and in 36 Henry VI. anno 
1457, he obtained a grant of the caſtle and 
lordſhip of Wreſsle, to hold for term of life. (/) 
Wreſsle occurs in a grant of the fifth Earl 
of Northumberland, appointing his brother 
Sir William Percy, Knight, (who was one 
of the commanders at Flodden Field) to be 
| fleward of the lordſhips and manors of Pock- 
| lington and Catton, &c. This grant is dated 
| by the Earl at his caſtle of Wreſſil, the 
{ twenty-third of April, 18 Henry VIII. anno 
1527(m). : By 
— — 
Wr rn 
wick) who was created Earl of Northumberland by King 2 
. 1463, and had all the eftares of i! e Pereys granted 


8 in 1459, Edward revoked dat grant 
Percy, fourth Farl ne 

wi In Drak e bitory of York, p. 120 aud ſequel, 
m es! 120 are W 
kar fm the corporation of York io te Ear of Nondunbet 


(8 ] 
By an inquiſition taken at Topcliff, Octo. | 
hier the focund, 1585, aller the deceats off 
Henry Percy, eighth Earl of Northumber. 
land, it appears the jury found that he was 
poſſeſſed, (amongſt a great many others) of | 
the caſtle and manor of Wreſill with the 
park ; the manor of Newſham with the 
park ; the manors of Thornton, Brinde, 
Gribthorp and Loftſome ; the caſtle, manor 
and lordſhip of Leckonfield with the park; 
the advowſons and vicarages of the churches 
of Tadcafter, Wreſill, Scarborough, &c. al 
which the faid Earl's lands came to. him by 
deſcent, and were held in capite, as appears 
by the letters patent of 4 and 5 of Philip 
a ab ö 


vn. 
eee 
expected to be at Wreſsle, entreating him 
i (Hur VI) co price the Me | 
_ = == 18 


[on 


VIII. to all which Henry his fon was found 
een, GC COTE 
and two months. 
' Thixlordſhip continued in the Percy fimily 
| till the death of Joſceline, eleventh Earl of 


Northumberland, who dying the twentyfirſt 


| of May, 1670, without iſſue male, the title of 
Earl of Northumberland became extinct, but 
| the Barony of Percy deſcended to his daugh- 


er, the Lady Elizabeth Percy, who married 


in 1682 his grace Charles Seymour, Duke 
of Somerſet, and tranſinitted a very great 
| inheritance to that family, amongſt which 
| was this lordſhip of Wreſsle. 

The Seymour: cominued Lords of the manor 


of Wreſsle till 1750, when the Duke of 
4} Somerſet dying, his eſtates were ſeperated, | 

thoſe which came by the Lady Elizabeth 
I Percy, being divided between Sir Hugh 
| | Smithſon, Bart. who married the Duke's . 


— 
Northumberland; and Sir Charles Wyndham, 
Bart. his grace's nephew, who ſucceeded tw 
the title of Earl of Egremont. 

The Yorkſhire eſtates of the Percys, 


of Wreſsle, deſcended to the Earl of Egre- 
mont, whoſe ſon, oc: is now | 
„ | 


or THE CASTLE OF WRESSLE. 


From a very curious volume begun in 
the, year 1512, containing the regulations 
and eſtabliſhment of the houſhold of Henry. | 
Algernon Percy, fifth Earl of Northumber-- 
land, at his caſtles of Wreſsle and Leckonfield, 
the following extracts are taken, but we will 
3 


From it we ſee the a 
our old nobility, who, ſeated in their caſtles, 
lived 


[ 1 1 


lived in a ſtate and ſplendour very much 
{ reſembling and ſcarcely inferior to that of the 


upon the fame plan, their officers bore the 


| fame titles, and their warrants ran in the 
| fame form and ſtile. As the King had his 
privy council and great council of parliament 
to aſſiſt him in enacting ſtatutes and regula- 
tions for the public weal, fo the Earl of 
Northumberland had his council, compoſed 
ew; a hs hay had his Lens ad nt 
1 of the bed chamber, who waited in their: 
r turns, ſo the Earl of Northum-' 
| berland was attended by the conſtables and 
' bailiffs of his ſeveral caſtles, who entered 


into waiting in regular ſucceſſion. All the 


head officers of his houſhold were gentle- 


| men: both by birth and office, ſuch as the 


'F Comptroller; Clerk of the kitchen, Cham- 
berlain, Treaſurer, &c. the table where they 
| x 4 


f 22 J 
a nee Esens mans The 


number of PRIESsTSs who were kept in this 
great houſhold were not fewer than ELEvex, 
at the head of whom preſided a Doctor or 
Bachelor of divinity as Dean of the chapel; 
under him were a complete eſtabliſhment of 
Gnging men, choriſters, &c. for his chapel 
ſervice. Ihe whole of the houſhold eſta- 
| bliſhment is for two hundred and twenty 
nine . perſons daily, and the money annually 
expended in houſekeeping is one thouſand 
one hundred and eighteen pounds, ſeventeen 
ſhillings and eight pence, which according 
to the preſent value of money would be 
eight "thouſand nine hundred and fiſty one 
pounds; one ſhilling and four pence, for te 
editor of the bouſhold book hath proved to 
tration, that the value of money then, 
E it is at preſent, was, at 
leaſt in the proportion of eight: to ene; and. 
1 ͤä—— 


RR 
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or THE ESTABLISHMENT or THE cnards 
IN WRESSLE CASTLE | | 


| Geir nd cyan NA 


* gentyllmen and childryn of the 

chapell xiiij, VIZ. mne 
tenors.— Voman or grome of the veſtry j; 
childeryn of the chapell v, viz. I ibills 
and iij meanys—xiiij, 4 
GBentyllmen of the chapell ix; is. the 
| maiſtre of the childre j; tenors ij, counter- 
| tenors iij—the piſtoler j—and oone for the 
| orgayns—childer of the chapell vj. : - 


and the children of the chapel 2 are thus 
| aſcertained. 

| The Dean of the chapell WiC. if he have 
| — — 1 


_ Gentillmen 


The falaries of the Dean, the gentlemen, 


1 141 


 Gentillmen of the chapell x, as to ſay twy | 
at x marc a pece—three at iij£. a pece— 
e 


we gentyllmen ande childrin of my 
Lordis chapell whiche be not appointed to 
n 
mattins, lady maſs, bighe maſs even cob 


__——_ 


' Gentyllmen of my Lordi chapel. 
Furſt, a baſs 
Item, a ſecond baſs 
Item, a thirde baſs - 
Item, a maiſter of the childre, a counter- 
Item, a ſeconde countertenor (tenor 
Item, a thirde countertenor F: 
Item, a ſtanding tenor 1 


[is 
Item, a ſeconde ſtandinge tenour ER. 


Item, a iijd ſtanding tenour 
Item a fourth ſtandinge tenour 
| Childrin of my Lordis chapell, 
Item, the fyrſt child a trible 
Item, the ijd child a trible 
Item, the ijd child a trible 
Item, the iiijth child a ſecond trible 
Item, the vth child a ſecond trible 
| Item, the vjth child a ſecond trible = 
| The noumbre CO POT 
222 J 
| coatings cad iis of th above 
ſtabliſhment have already been mentioned. 
in this noble family as appears by the fol- 
| lowing Articles reſpecting their diet. : 
| * Braikfaſt in lent for ij meas (g of 
| gentilmen o th' chapell, and a meas of chil 
———» » 


Ma 


[ 16 1 


| of bere, and iij peces of faltfſh or Elle, vi 
white Herryng to a meas—iij— ; 


th' chapell and a meas of childer, ij loiß of 
houſholde breid, a gallon dimid. of bere, and 
a pece falt fiſche. Service for iiij meas of | 
gentillmen and childre of the chapel at ſup- | 
par upon Tewiſday in the Rogacion dan, 
furſt x gentyllmen and vj 2 
Chapell—iiij meas.” A 
PRS 
chapell, to every meas a loof of breid a 
pottell of bere, half a dyſche of buttre, and | 
= pece of Galt fyſche, viy diſchis.” 3 
© Beſides theſe aſſignments, they had alſo 
e of white or wax lights, of faggots, 
25 made 


ET - 


for the gentlemen and child * 4 
of waſhing them were regulated by the ſeſ- 
and the rate of payment to the launderer was 
a penny for every three ſurplices. The whole 
expence of waſhing linen for the chapel as 
thus aſcertained, was — ; | at ſevente 
mount of the chapel wages he 0 pers 
Katie ponds Sites Gilnge. = 
| © The orderynge of my Lordis chapel in 
the queare at mattyngis, maſs and even 
ſonge. To ſtond in ordure as hereafter fol- 
| lowith, ſyde for ſyde dayly. 
The Deane de. Theron fs. 


A baſſe | 2 1 


[ 7] 


A countertenor A tenor 
A countertenor A countertenor 
A tenor 


Sip etiotnp of wy Lack chapel th j 
the keeping of our Ladyes maſſe thorowte 
the weike. | I 


Maſter of the childer Maſter of the childe 
a countertenor a countertenor 
A tenour A countertenor 

A tenour - 222 | 
2 A countertenor 

4 3 | 

__ Twill. Wedynſday. 


Maſter of the childer Maſter of the childer 
a countertenor a countertenor 


A countertenor - A countertenor * 
A tenour A tenour a 
Qt __ 
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** the childer Matter of the dlitder 
a countertegour 8 
A countertenour 
A ove 
A baſſe 


| Maſter of the childer Ame "ORE 


a countertenour day th' ool chapel and 
| A countertenour evry day in the weike 
| A tenour be preſent at the fade 


maſſe. 
„ weikly of 
| one after an outher as the namys 
of them hereafter followith weikly. 
| The maiſtre of che childer, yf he ben 
player, the firſt weik. 
1 A counentenor that i « player the jt 


5 
* . 


[ 14 


— is « player the ja welt. 

A baſſe that is a player the iiijth weik. 

And cry man that is a player to kepe his 
courſe weikly. | 


The above being nearly ſimilar to the eſta- } 
dliſhment of the chapel of Cardinal Wolſey, } 
-who, naturally too proud to bear a rival in 


any point of dignity, grew jealous f 


_ theſe regulations of the Earl of Northum- 
berland, eſpecially as they ſeemed to emulate * 
his own, for upon the death of the Earl, he 
required his ſucceſſor to deliver up the 
books uſed in the chapel of his father; 
which requeſt the young Earl complied ! 
| with, and was thus unable to continue the | 
performance of muſical ſervices on the plan 
already deſcribed. The following curious 
letter on the ſubje& of this extraordinary | 
tranſaction is preſerved in the Percy family, | 


12 ] 
and as it is fo intimately connected with the 


matter in queſtion we truſt the reader will 


pardon us for inſerting it in this place. 
Bedfellowe 


After my moſt harte recommen- 
| dacion : thys Monday the iijd off Auguſt I | 
F reſevyd by my ſervaunt letters, from yowe 
beryng datt the xxth daye of July, deleveryd 
| unto hym the ſyme day, at the Kyng's town 
| of Newcaſtell, wherein I do perſeayff my 
Lord Cardenall's pleaſour ys to have ſuch 

* books as was in the chapell of my lat lord 
322 (wos ſoll Iheſu pardon) to the 
| accomplyſhement off which at youer deſyer 
1 Iam conformable, notwithſtandynge I truſt 
d be abell ons to ſet up a chapell off mine 
one, but I pray God he may look better 
upon me than he doth. But methynk I have 
loſt very moch ponderyng yt ys no better 
regardyd ; the occaſion wher. off he ſhall 


| Fyrſt, 


TY 


. Fyrſt, the long lyeing of my treſſorer, 
88 and unkynd words unto 
hym not on my parte deſervyd. 

Alſo the news of Mr. Manyng, the whych 
ys blon abroad over all Yorkſher ; that ney- 
ther by the Kyng nor by the Lorde Cardenall 
I am regardyd, and that he wyll tell me at 
my metyng with him, when I com unto 

 Yorkſher ; whych ſhall be within thys 
month, God wyllyng ; but I ffer my words 
to Mr. Manyng ſhall deſpleas my Lord, ffor 
I wyll be no ward. | 

Alfo, bedfellow, the payns I tayk and hae 
takyn ſens my comyng hether are not better | 
regardyd, but by a flatteryng Byſhope of 
Carell (Carijſe) and that fals Worm (Wil. 
liam Worme undermentioned) ſhall be broth 
| (&rought) to the meſſery and carffulneſs that 
I am in, and in ſuch flanders, that now and 
my Lord Cardenall wold, he can — 
ms ROWE (car) een 


1 


| | (grace) ſhall deſyre; but uuto iuch tyme as 


121 
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I fhall with all ſpeed ſend up your letters 
1 with the books unto my Lord's Grace, as to 
| fay, iiij Anteffonars (Antiphonars) ſuch as I 
thynk wer not ſene a gret wyll; v Gralls 
| (Graduals) an Ordearly (Ordinal) a Manual, 
viij Proſſeſſioners ( Proceſſionals) and for all 
nor ever was occupyed in my Lord's chapell. 
„ 
| wylled me. 
vf my Lord's Grace wyll be ſo good Lord 
1 unto me as to give me lychen (/icence) to put 
} William Worme within a caſtell of myn off 
{| Anwick in affurty unto the tyme he have 
| accomptyed for more money rec than ever 
| Irec# I ſhall gyff hys grace ij C. li. (200L.) 
| and a benyffis off a C. worth unto his col- 
| leyg, with ſuch other things reſerved as his 


ne awdytors hayth takyn accompt off 


12 


him; wherin good bedfellow, do your beſt, | 
_ eee 1 
or > e | 

And alſo gyff ſecuer credence unto th 
"RY whom I aſſure you I have fondon s 
marvellous honeſt man as ever I found in 1 


my ly. In haſt at my moneſtary off Hull 4 


Park the ijd day of Auguſt. In the owne | 


Yours ever aſſured _ 
H. NORTHUMBERLAND, 1 
Toa bedfellow Arundell. 1 


F nde extract: from the ann 
Hebei Book. 


The title i is in theſe * « This i is the 1 
aſſignment made by me and my council, at I 
Wrefill, to Richard Gowge, Comptroller af 
my houſe, and Thomas Percy, Clerk of the 
kitchen of my ſaid houſe; ſtanding charged 
* whole expences and keeping —Y | 


| tem, Mynſtrals 


i a5. 1 


634 houſe for one ear, beginning on Mon- 
| | day the 49 of Septr. laſt paſt in the third 
| year of our ſovereign lord King Henry the B. 
| and ending at Michaclmas next, coming, 
which ſhall be by the grace of God, in the 
J year of my fad forercign lord. | The 
1 'the hands of my Cofferers for the time being, 
' r 


. 4 e. the chapell, 
: pantre, the — 3 
F .the ſpace of one hole year Alvis. vid. -; 


GCE_=_———_—_— 


Of the noambre of all my Lords ſervauits, 
in houſhold 1ij, viz. a ta- 
l # 3-9 and a rebece. (This was a 

—— . 


4 5 
* 3 


R 3 : 
lern, ray and — 


 yearley, when bis Lordſchipp is at homey] ö 
to his minſtraills, that | be daily in /hin'Y 


153. Md. for my Lord, and j. viyd. . 
33 if ſche be at my Lords fyndynge, | 
and not at hir own: r 1 
Led erey i;. and for playing at the cha 1 
ber doures of my Lordis yonger ſons, my ; 
A 
- of them—xxiijs. vijd. - 


: Furſt, my Lorde | | 
40 gyf to the Riu — when they. 
cuſtome to come unto hym yerely, vjs. vi. 
nem m Lorde 22 


:  . 
Pf yerely to the King's or Queene's bes- 


warde, if they have'one, when they cuſtome == 
- Hons unde Foun, yersly vjs, vid... _ 
| -| Item, my Lorde — 16 
; pte yerly to every Ecle's mynſtrells, When 

bey cuſtom to come to him yerly, ie. ind. 
| ee 
r viyd. | 
I n 

1 they come vj together to his Lordſchipp, 
| vis. if they come yerely j. eas 
1 they come but in ij or iij than xs. | EY 


a TC main 
for playes played in chriſtynmas by ungen 
| in my houſe, after xxd. every play by eſti- 


| macion; fam xxxijje. iijd. (By, this fam = 
the number of plays ated muſt have been 


* 


[ 8 ) 


——— 


MV Lordis Chapleyns i in houſholde vi. ad ö 


the Almonar, and if he be a maker of inte ; | 
luyds, "nh 1 en a nm the tene | 
R's The Naito grner, be. : "i 
oye 10 compete pays or'ihe Way, «is 
n „ 
accuſtomyth b 1 
S | 
, . berwixt - a3. * ; and « ; 
and kinfinan xxs. | d frende | 
Item, my Lorde ufith — 
1 2 
mn. * 4 n | 
hi. ay Lacks AI | 


| Hf yerely ** 


185 


, 3 Nariviri upon chry! 


| | nn 


( 30 | 


' My Lord ufith yerly to ſend afore Mickal | 
"hp $5 LRU lilly 66 cur BH : 
- Tom, wy Leeds uhh end avcuficmidh/® | 
ſend yerely for the upholdinge of the light. - 
of wax which his Lordſhip ſyndeth birnyngg 
yerly befor our Lady of Walfyngham, cod 
teining vj Ib. of wax in it, after vjd. b. 
(65d) for the fyndynge of every Ib. redy 
wrought by a covenant maid with the Chanon- 1 
by. great, for the hole yere for the fyndynge' = 
of the aid light byrayage js. M. 
lem, my Lord uſith and accuſtomith is 
ſnd yerely to the Chanon that kepeth ts 
light before our Lady of Walfyngham, for 
| his reward for the hole yere, for kepynge aof | 
the faid light, lyghtynge of it at all ſervice * 
tymes dayly thorout the year, xij. * 
Item, my Lord ufith and accuſtomiti 
| yerely to ſend to the Prieſt, that kepith the- | 
light, lyghtynge of it at all ſervice tymes 
dy deren the ye i: hd. 


hem, 
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paid for three firkins of falt Sturgeon, 


to be 
and 


20s. for five cags of falt Eels; $ 


* 


* 
b > 


for the year, and what books of reckonings 
they ſhall be charged with; as well the 
books of the houthold, as the books of my 
Lord's foreign expences, and reparations, as 
well thoſe that ſhall yearly make the books, 
4 as thoſe that ſhall correct the books yearly 
under my Lord, as thoſe that ſhall engroſs 
yearly the ſaid correcting books. 
' _ A the number of OF Uht of dinidhin- 
| berland's ſervants who were in ordinary - 
| waiting throughout the week, at his Lord - 
{| ſhip's caſtles at Wreſlle and Leckonfield, 
{| ſhew the grandeur of thoſe times, it may be 
1 „„ 
chem. 
Gentlemen who wait befors noon, ar; 
Wee who 
|} wait before . noon, ten; Yeomen officers, 
four; and Groom officers, four; Servants to 
wait in the great chamber, in the morning, 
daily throughout the week from fix to ten of 
5 = 


* 
. 
—_ 


{ 24 1 


l twenty ; Gentlemen to wait in the | 
aſternoon, ſeven ; Yeomen of the chamber 
Yeomen waiters, and Grooms of the cham. | 
ber, to wait in the afternoon daily, ſeven; 
Veomen officers and Groom officers of houf- 
hold, to wait in the afternoon, four ; Gentle. | 
men to wait aſter ſupper, thirtcen ; Yeomengf 
the chamber, Yeomea waiters and Grooms of | 
the chamber, to wait aſter ſupper, ſeventeen; | 
Yeomen of houſhold, and Groom officers of | 
bouſhold, which . ſhall not attend after ſup- 
per, eight; Chaplains and Prieſts in houf 
| hold, eleven; Gentlemen and Children of 
my Lord's chapel, attending in exerciſing of 
God's ſervice in the chapel daily at mating, 
lady maſs, high maſs, and even ſong, ſeven- 
teen; Yeomen officers, Groom officers and 
Grooms in houſhold, not appointed to attend, 
becauſe of other their buſineſs, which they 
attend daily in their offices, in my Lord? 
-houſe, twentyſeven 3 an Armourer ; 42 | 


5 
Groom of the chamber to the Lord Perey, 
to wait hourly in his chamber; a ſecond 
Groom for bruſhing and dreſſing his cloaths ; 
a Groom of the chamber to his Lordſhip's 


{| two youngeſt Sons; a Groom of the ſtirrup ; 
1 Groom ſumpter man, to dreſs the ſumpter 
borſes, and my Lady's palſreys; a Groom 
to dreſs my Lord's hobbys and nags ; a 
| Groom of the ſtable; a Groom who keeps 
my Lord's hounds; a Groom miller, for 
grinding of corn Ja for-baking and brewing ; 
a Groom porter for keeping the gates; a 
Groom for driving his Lordſhip's chariot ; 


Clerks in my Lord's houſe, not appointed 


and a Keeper of the faid chariot horſes; 


daily to attend, becauſe of making their 


books, which they are charged with to write 
| hourly upon, ſeven; Servants belonging to 

| Gentlemen in his 2 
3 Servants 


1 
Servants and Gentlemen Servants, not ap- 
pointed to wait, becauſe of other their 
bufineſs, which they attend on daily for his 
Lordſhip, fortyfour—In all two hundred and 


Three of the apartments in Wreſsle caſtle 
were adorned with poetical inſcriptions, 
Theſe are called in the manuſcript, ** Pro- 
verbes in the Lodgings in Wreflill.” 1 
1. The Proverbes in the Sydis of the 
innere Chambre at Wreſſill.” 


This is. a poem of twentyfour ab 
each containing ſeven lines, beginning thus: 
% When it is Tyme of Coſte and great Expens, 
Beware of Waſte and ſpend by Meaſure, 
* e 
| Cauſythe his Goodes not long to endure, &e.” 


— * 
e 
2 See books, Th 


ome Ew deceaſed Gentlemen's — prevented | tin 
further extracts from a volume, in which is contained 
treaſure of the mode ot living of our ancient vobility, 


from 
such a v 


1 when he viſited it. 


\S Bs 

. The Counſcille of Ariſtotill, which 
he gayfe to Alexander Kynge of Maſſydony, 
which are wrytyn in the Syd of the utter 
Chamber, above the Houſe, in the Gar- 


| dynge at Wreflill,” A n 


ſtanzas, chiefly of four lines. 


_ © Remorde thyne Ey inwardly, 
Fyx not thy Mynde on Fortune, that delyteth 


dyverſly, &c. 
Leland in n 
| thus deſcribes Wreſsle caſtle ds 


| < From Houden to Wreſchill rare} three 
miles; al by low Medow and paſture Ground, 
-whereof part is encloſid with Heggis. Yet 
is the Ground, that Caſtelle of Wreſhill 
ſtandith on, ſumwhat high in the reſpe& of 
the lough Ground there-about. Moſt part 
of the baſſe Courte of the Caſtelle of Wreſe= 
hill, is all of tymbre. The Caſtelle itſelf is 


moted aboute on 3 partes. The 4 parte is 


i. 


eV 


[ 3 ] 


dry where the Entre is ynto the Caſtelle. 
The Caſtelle is al of very fair and great 
ſquarid Stone, both withyn and withowte; * 
whereof (as ſum hold opinion) much wa 
brought owte of France. In the Caſtelle be 
only 5 Towers; one at each Corner almoſt 


of like bigneſſe. The gatehouſe is the 3, 


having five lougginge, : the 4 conteinith the | 


Botery, pantery, paſtery, lardery and Kechyn. | 
The haule {p and the great Chambers be fair; | 


To conclude, the Houſe is one of the muſt _ 
proper beyound Trente, and ſemith as newly 
.made : yet was it made by a younger Bro- 
ther of the Percys, erle of Wicceſter, that 
was in high Favor with Rich. 2. and bought | 
the Manor of Wreſchil, mounting at that 
| tyme little above 30 li. by the Year: and 
for lak of Heires of him ; and by Favor of 


— 
. (4) This halt contained gin Gonling tables al ih fu 
| 83 apears from an inventory taken in 1574+ 


and fo is the Chapelle, and the Cloſet, | 


| the King it came to the Eres of Northop, Þ 


F + 


The bafſe Court is of a newer building. 
And the laſt Erle of Northum. faving one 


(4) made the brew-houſe of the stone with- 
owt the Caſtle waulle, but hard joyning to 
the Kechyn of it. | As 

„One thing I likid exceedingly yn one 
of the Towers, there was a Study called 
paradiſe (7) wher was a Cloſet in the middle, 
of 8 ſquares latiſid aboute, and at the Top of 
| every Square was a deſk ledgid to ſet Bookes 
| on Bookes on Cofers withyn them, and 
| theſe ſemid as joined hard to the Toppe of 
the Cloſette : and yet by pulling, one or al 
wolde cum downe briſte highte in rabbettes, 
and ſerve for Deſkes to lay Bookes on. The 
garde robe yn the Caſtelle was exceedingly 
fair. And ſo wer the gardens withyn the 
| Mote, and the Orchardes withowt. And in 
| rr 


r) This is called in the inventory of * 
| Katy coloured gen e "OP | 


I 


nn 
writhen about with degrees like turninges of 
cockle ſhells, to come to the Top withowt | 
payn. The ryver of Darwent rennith almoſt | 
hard by the Caſtelle, and about a mile lower 
. goeth into Owſe, This Ryver at great | 
| Raynes ragith and overflowith much of the 
Ground thereabouts beying low medowes 
There is a park hard by the Caſtelle.” - 7 


— 1 
| Wrefile caſtle continued in dll its ſplens 


dour till the fatal civil wars broke out in 
1641. It was then garriſoned with ſoldiers | 
for the Parliament. Notwithſtanding the 
Earl of Northumberland had eſpouſed their 


cauſe, the damage he ſuſtained there, by h 


own party before Michaelmas, 1646, was 


judged: to amount to one thouſand pounds, 
in che deſtruction 8 leads, 


1 
barock of his woods, encloſures, &c. wich- 
out including the lofles he had ſuſtained by 
the nonpayment of his rents, in conſequence 
On the decline of the King's party, it ſhould 


1 42 ] 3 
About the beginning of June, 1648, Pon. 
tefract caſtle was ſeized for the King, and 
afterwards underwent a ſiege of ten month 
before it was recovered. To prevent any 
more ſurprizes of this kind, a reſolution wa | 
taken {r ſor demoliſhing all the caſtles in 
that part of England, and while the Earl of 
Northumberland was exerting all his influ. 


|; 
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the deſign; the miſchief was done. The 

following Letters, ſelected from a ſeries on 
this ſubjeR, will ſhew the ſpirit of the times, 
and how little reſpe&t was ſhewn to this 


great Nobleman by the low people, who 


had wreſted the power into their own 
hands. {s} 
| A LETTER TO MR. PRICKET, AT YORK. 

"os „„ 
I am very ſorrye to ſee the ſpoyle, 
| that is alreadye made of his Lordſhip's 
_ caſtle, with this forenoon's work; there is 
15 men throwing down the out battlement. 
I think by to-morrowe noone they will 
have gone round about the caſtel. The 
ſtones are for the moſt parte all maſhed to 
pieces, and if there be not ſome ſpeedy, 


bad 


Sith. «68 nite; bean ett 
att his Lordſhip's caſtle, they will all be | 
ſpoyled and broken to pieces. I pray ſee if 
you can pet an order from the Committee; 
to ſtay the proceedings till we can take 
courſe to preſerve thoſe things for his 


Lordſhip's uſe, the Workemen do not look 


to ſave any of the materials; but take the 
reddyeſt courſe to throw down the wall, 
which. they will doe inward upon the floors 
and ceiling, as well as outward upon the | 
ground. I dare ſay his Lordſhip had bet, 
ter have given 150%. then theſe 15 men 
ſhould have done this day's worke. Good 
fir, let me entreat your pains to come ovet 
as ſhort as poſſiblye you can, in the mean 
tyme my beſt care ſhall not be a wanting. 
I have ſent you a copy of the Workmen's 
warrant. This is in great haſte from your 
—_ - 

WILLIAM PLAXTON. | 


Hi 


Dee. 28th. 1648, 


[ 4 1 


His Lontthip had better take down the 
caſtle at his own charge, then ſuffer the 


| fpoyle that will be done by the countrymen. 


Direction. For his very good friend 
Mr. Marmaduke Pricket, theſe with ſpeed.” 
Leave this letter at Mr. James Black- 
{ bearde's, next the Minſter gates, and I 
EE Cy 
3 70 | 
Bs A LETTER TO MR. POTTER, 

AT NORTHUMBERLAND HOUSE, 


Sir, 

1 | Yours I received, and fince 1 
(| writt my laſt, on the ſame day, the Com- 
F miffioners ſet on Workmen to pull down 
uud deface that ſtately Structure: they fell 
upon the Conſtable's tower, and hath with 
much violence purſued the work on Thurſ- 
day and Friday ; their agents would ſhew 


| noe care in preſerving any of the materials, 


1 © 


[4] 


tlements to the ground, and the chimneys 
that ſtood upon the lead, down upon the 


| leads, which made breaches through the 
| roofe where they fell; all the battlement 
to the roofe on the front of the caſtle, (ex: 
cepting the highe tower over the gate) 
are beat downe. What materials could be 
ſaved, Mr. Plaxton did ſet on ſome Tenany 
to take away, and lay in the barne. Be: 
lieve it, Sir, his Lordſhip has ſuſtained very 
deep loſſes in his houſe : I conceive 200. 
will not repair the ruynes there, but [ 
Hope their work is at an end, for this day 
the Major and Mr. Plaxton are ſet forward 
the Lord General's order to him: and in 
the meane tyme, the Soldiers are to hold 
them off from doinge further violence to 
the caſtle, which I wiſh had been done 
by order two days ſooner. Your true friend | 
and ſervant, 


| ROBERT THOMPSONE. 
W. R. zoth. 1 obrů. 48. Direction. 


(a) 


Direction. * wy. cut did 
Friende Hugh Potter, Eſq. Theſe I pray 
preſent with Care and Speed at Northum- 
_— Ls” 5 
From this zoth of December, i668; 9s 
farther outrages were committed till the 
year 1650; and then, notwithſtanding all 
the endeavours of the Earl of Northum- 
{ berland to preſerve it, an order was iflued 
for the further demoliſhing of Wreſfile 


4 
4 


zl 


1 
a 


[ 48 ] 


THE ORDER FOR DEMOLISHING | 
WRESSLE CASTLE. 
uti ele 
(of) State to us directed, for making Wres. 
lle caftle inteneable, as alſoe of a further | 
order of the committee of Militia of the 
county of Yorke to that purpoſſe; the 
are therefore to require you to procede in 
making the faid caſtle intencable with 1 
ſpeede; which we conceive will be by 
throwing downe to the ground all that file 
wherein the hall ſtands, to the towre adjoin- 
ing, leave only the South fide remayninge, | 
wherein we require you alſoe that windows 
be broke forth of eight feet breadth agd 
it de down by the 17th of May next; that 
ger that may happen thereby. Given under 
our hands this 157th of April, 1650. Va 


[ 49 ] 
are alſo to throwe down all the battlements 
round about. 7 


PHIL. SALTMARSH. 
ED. KIRLEWE. 
_ CHA. FENWICK. 
THO. ATHROPPE. 
Direction. For Mr. Wm. Plaxtcn, 
or other the Lord Northumberland 5 officers 


t Wreſcle.” 


In conſequence of the above order, three 
fides of the ſquare which formerly com- 
poſed Wreſsle caſtle, were demoliſhed ; 
however the whole South front, which was 


dhe moſt conſiderable, and contained ſome 
of the principal ſtate rooms, ſtill remains, 


|} and is very magnificent. It is flanked by 


L. 
6 Tis order, *to throw 3 21 the 
been obeved moſt iv, for there are 


ere 
makes the c2fle look very plain and bare 
has entirely deftroyed the grand look waned 
— of this fort, 


121 
two large ſquate towers, and theſe again 
are mounted by circular turrets of a ſmaller 
ſize; upon the top of one of the turrets 
is ſtill preſerved the Iron pan of the beacon, 


anciently uſed, in cates of danger, to al 1 


the country. {v) The whole building, 
which is of the fineſt maſonry, ſtill con- 
tains the great chamber or dining room, 
the drawing chamber, and the chapel, be- 
ſides many of the inferior apartments. In 
all theſe the finiſhing and ornaments ſeem 
to be left nearly in the fame ſtate that 
they were in at the time of the houſhold 
book. The ccilinzs ſtill appear richly car- * 
ved, and the fides of the rooms are orna- | 
mented with a great profuſion of ancient 
ſculpture, finely executed in wood, exhi- 
biting the ancient bearings, creſts, badges, 
and devices of the Percy family, in a great 


variety | 
* —. 
e The 1 here mentioned, is not the turret 
N TIS Iron framed work, which ferved to held 


it. 
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variety of forms, ſet off with all the advan- 
ages of painting, gilding, and imagery. {w} 
It is very probable that this caſtle was 
- built in ſome of the intermediate years be- 
| between 1380 and 1390, for it appears that 
in 1382, Sir Thomas Percy alienated the 
church of Wreſsle to Drax Priory, and a 
little after v-hich his attention ſeems to have 
been a good deal occupied in attending upon 
| the King, and performing the duties of 
ſeveral public offices of the State ; ſo that 
it is likely that he built this © monument 
of his * about 1388. 

— 


THE DINING ROOM 
z in the Weſt tower. This room is orna- 
mented with a border of carved wood round 
che top, exhibiting various bearings and 
| devices of the Percys. Over the door is 
1 a 


= (ww) For this deſcription of Wrekde cate the Editor i 
| inledred to Grole's antiquities, | 
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a bold carving of a ſtag with one horn; 
coming out of a wood, and a man bare. 
headed, with his quiver and bugle horn 
hung round him, kneeling down with his 
hands in a ſupplicating poſture, as if he 
were praying to the flag; on his right a 
man holding a horſe, and on his left two 
greyhounds, coupled; his cap is on the 
ground. /x} 0 
The hearth in this room is formed f 
Moſaic work, and in its priſtine ſtate ha 
had a beautiful appearance. | 
The carvings, in pannels, on each fide of | 
the door, repreſent — nl 
St. George and the dragon. 
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Bugle horns. 
A man bearing : Massa in one hand, 
and a chain in the other. | 
4: lip ty with « come te. 
There is alſo a carved border of wood 
round the top of the room, repreſenting 
various devices of the Percys, as well as 
ſeveral groteſque figures. 
THE ANTECHAMBER. 


In the window are two eſcutcheons of 
painted glaſs, containing the following ar- 


} morial bearings: 
The firſt Eſcutcheon—Quarterly, the firſt _ * 


and fourth quarters quarterly, firſt and fourth 
| argent, three fufils conjoined in Feſs, gules ; 
| Montacute, Earl of Saliſbury: ſecond and 
third, or, an eagle diſplayed, vert: Mont- 
| bermer, Earl of Glouceſter : ſecond and third 
quarters, gules, a faltire, argent, charged 
| with a label of three points, azure : Neuill, 
| Lord Raby. In the nombrel point, an eſ- 
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cutcheon of pretence, quarterly, firſt, ar. | 
gent, in a canton, a cinquefoil, or; ſecond, 
or, a croſs, ingrailed, argent; third, azure, 
a feſs, charged with a roundlet, or, between 
three leopard's heads of the ſecond: de k | 
Pole: fourth, or, a feſs dancette, fable, 
charged with three roundlets of the field. 
The ſecond Eſcutcheon. — Party per pale, 
on the finiſter, quarterly, firſt and fourth, 
Or, a lion rampant, azure : Foſcelyn de Lau- 
vain: ſecond and third, gules, three luces, 
hauriant, argent : Lord Lacy : on the dex- 


7 ter, party per pale, gules and azure, three 


lions rampant, argent: Herbert, Earl f 
Pembroke. YN 
THE WITHDRAWING CHAMBER. © 
This room has been very magnificent, and 
with the antechamber, occupies the ſpace 
between the towers; a border, about fix 
feet deep, runs round the top, beautifully 


11 
carved and gilt, containing armorial . 
creſts, badges, &c. of the Percys. 
Over the door are the following coats ; 
| aft. Jocelyn ae Lourain quarterly * 
Lo. | 
2d. Five fuſils conjoined in feſs: Percy. 
3d. Barry of fix, over all a bend : ſup- 
poſed Gilbert de Gaunt. 
41h. Three lions paſſant, over all a bend: 
Plantagenet. 
zth. Three piles, the points . 
in baſe. 
THE STAIR CASES. 
la the principal chamber are two beau- 
fal ſmall ſtair caſes, of very ſingular con- 
{ trivance, with octagonal ſcreens, embatteled 
| at the top, and covered with bold ſculpcure, 
containing double flights of ſtairs winding 
wund each other, after the deſign of Pal- 
Arms on the ſcreens of the ſtair caſes. 
_ Iſt, Percy. ad. Lucy. 34. 
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zd. Barry of fix, over all a bend, fh 
ported by two men. 
4th Foſcelm de Louvain quarterly with | 
Lucy, ſupported on the ſiniſter by a box, | 
and on the dexter by a lion. W Þ 
The carved work on the pannels of the 
ſcreens repreſents a boar chained, a lion, a 
lion crowned, creſcents, bugle horns, hel 
mets, an unicorn chained, with a coronet 
2 manacles or ſhackles, F. H. 
- 8. (Jeſus hominum Salvator.) | 
The words Eſperance en Dieu ma comfort, 
which the Percys uſed for their motto, are 
painted and carved in ſeveral places of dit- 
ferent rooms, as well as upon theſe ſcreens. 
THE CHAPEL 
Is in the Eaſt tower; it appears to have 
been fitted up in a ruder ſtyle, and at a more | 
early period than the other apartments. In 
this the ſculptured badges are ſtill tolerably 


12.1 


which the creſcent is the prevailing figure, 
is yet unbroken. The chapel is uſed inſtead 


of the pariſh church, which was fituated at 


| a ſmall diſtance from the caſtle, aud is now 
in ruins. The pulpit ſtands, as on a pede- 

=o_——— 
jo the midile of the zoom. 


| The cicling of the orcheſtra is ornamented 


| with ed roſes, painted very coarſely, and 
che motto Eſperance en Dun, on ſcrolls. 


THE LIBRARY 


Which is much praiſed by Leland, was in 
the caſt tower above the chapel. It has 


been lately uſed as a pigeon cot, but the floor 
is now ſo bad that it is dangerous to go into it. 
In the window of the beſt room below 
ſtairs is this coat in painted glaſs, vis. quar- 


2 
8 azure; 


1 
nne: Yoſcehm de Loxvain : ſecond and thin, 


_ gules, three huces, hauriant, argent: Lug 
{y) Date, 1525, and the words * Ian 
. Troie pdixit.” On ſeveral panes are broke 
- Egures of men and women, and on one, '&e 
ores: St. Gregory. 2 | 
'T is DS of this dice 
- majeſtic building was kept in better repir. | 
The timber of the roof between the town 
is in a rotten tate, and excepting thoſe'd | 
the two principal chambers, the chapel, a | 
the rooms below ſtairs, the floors are fo bat 
that it is extremely dangerous to go upon 
© Light and air ſeem to be of no value, for | 
| hey are nearly totally excluded, . and the | 
UOTE nas 


* 


[gl 


nnn 
the rooms, ſerve to impreſs the mind of the 
beholder, as he paſſes through them, with a 
degree of ſolemnityandawe, truly reverential. 
: Much of the carved work, through the 
| lapſe of time, has fallen down, which bow- 
| ever might eaſily be replaced, as the patts 
| are chiefly ſcattered about in the differ- 
| ent roome. The oftagonal ſtair caſes, that 
| are in the principal chamber, (the ſculpture 
upon the ſcreens of which particularly com- 
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| On the on towards the north, trees 
| are ſuffered to grow out of the walls, which, 
| in time, will bring to the ground, what the 
| Democratical miſcreants, acting by the com- 
| | mand of Cromwell, had the grace to ſpare. 
The caſtle is now occupied as a farm houſe 
dy William Richardſon, of Fulford, Eiquire, 
* 


| 3 _ radius of four miles and upwards, 
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as tenant to the Right Honounble the Br | 
of Egremont. 


At the diſtance of about two hundred yards 
weſt of the caſtle, runs the river Derwent, 
which, after great rains, frequently over. | 
flows its banks, and inundates the adjacent 
land; there have been inftances of theſe in- 
undations extending over the country in a | 


[.6r } 


er WRESSLE CHURCH, 


Yu church of Wreſcle was an ancient | 


reftory, and on April 15th, 1353, a compo. 


| fition was made between the prior and con- 
| vent of Malton, (who had the pariſh church 
| of Wintringham appropriated to them) on 
| the one part, and John Perrott, rector of the 
church of Wreſsle, on the other part, touch- 
| ing two parts of the tithes, great and ſmall, 
and obventions of the town of Brynde, &c, 
viz. that the faid rector, and his ſucceſſors, 
ſhall for ever have and enjoy all the faid 
tithes and others whatſoever, which the faid 
Religious were wont to have within the par- 
ih of Wreſsle, together with a place in the 
| town of Brynde, with a grange upon it, for- 


= La 


Religious fix marks and three ſhillings and. 
fourpence per annum; alſo the rector ſhall 
and the oil in the chapel of Newſome, 
| which the prior of Ellerton was. uſed to find 
for. the ſaid Religious, who ſhall henceforth | 
de acquitted thereof for ever. an 
On the 26th of November, 1381, this 
church having been, by apoſtolic authority, | 
appropriated to the prior and conyent of | 
| Dfax, Alexander, archbiſhop of Vork, or- 
duained this vicarage out of it, u. That the 
_. vicar be a canon regular of the priory of Dar, 
and preſentable by the ſaid prior and convent 
and their ſucceſſors to the archbiſhop for in- 
ſtitution thereto, in regard this pariſh church I 
is not above two miles diſtant from the ſaid 
Peper, 1914285558 


* — four miles and upwards from | 
the cite of Drax priory, 


| to give this church to the priory of Drax, 


- [6] 


- him by the faid prior and convent, a ſuffici- 
ent manſion for his habitation ; and alſo-three 
marks ſterling per annum, paid by them. 
_ - Likewiſe he ſhall have all kinds of obla- 
tions, ſinal tithes, and other commodities to 
the parith church appertaining, (the tithes 
of corn only excepted) and tithe hay of the 
_ pariſh; and the faid prior and convent hall 
bear all burdens, ordinary and extrabrdindry 
don the church incumbent, 'only dhe vicar 
| fhall find bread and wine, oil and wax, He- 
rater 22 „ 
BM On the zoch of May, e282, 2 Richard IT. 
Sir Thomas de Percy, knight, (afterwards 
| Earlof Worceſter) obtained the king's. licence \ 


who alſo gave licence. to the prior and canons 


E 
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| his church was taxed at 25 mae e 
annum, whence the tenths amounted to 


| 6. 8d. (6) 


887 121 


eh i1Fs 


of Beverley. (e) It is now in F wi 


church is the only part left ſtanding ; in au- 


BY 


Oed, 1681 
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In Ecton's Valor Benef. - this e 5s - 
thus put down, Wreſsle vicarage, dedicated 
to St. John of Beverley. Pri. Drax Prop. 
Yearly value, 27. Tenths, 115. 447+ A 


| diſcharged living. 


In the king's books the yearly value of this 
| vicarage is put down at 5L. 1.35. 6d. 
| The church bas been zy paces in length, 
and 16 in breadth ; the remaining part of the 
walls at preſent ſtand about a foot above the 
ground : the baſon of the font is thrown 
1 down in the church yard, and the pariſhion- 
1 ers. have got ſeveral of the ſtones placed over 
the graves of the deceaſed. 
1 Divine ſervice is now, and has been for a 
great number of years, performed in he 
chapel in the caſtle. 
The patron of the vicarage of Wredle is 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Egremont. 

The great tithes of the pariſh of Wreſle 
9 2 


urs the property of Jahn Bacon Swrey Ma 
ritt, eſquire, of Rokeby Grange. 
The ſmall tithes belong to the vicar, who 
has alſo the tithe of flax, which is commuted | 
into a money. payment of five ſhillings pe 
acre, and the tithe of whins or furze. 
There is a vicarage houſe, and the-glebe' | 


RECTORS or WRESSLF. 

{From Torre.) 

1271 Alexander, Cl. Patron, L. Con- 
ſtable de Flaynburgh. —— Will. de Gren- 
dale. 1329 Joh. de Grymeſby, pbr. Pam 
Will. de Percy, mil. 1341 John Perrott, 
cap. 1360 Joh. Jurdun, Cl. Parrot, Will. 
Neuport. 1362 Robert Ede, cap. Patron. 
Henry Percy, mil. 


VICARS OF WRESSLE, 


=——— Frater Joh. de Hemingburgh. 2411 


did. 


11 


Fr. Will. Baſy, can. de Drax. 144; Fr. 
Rob. Feton, can. ibid. 1461 Fr. Ric. Ebot- 
fon, can. ibid. 1479 Fr. Will. de Heming- 
durgh. 1506 Fr. Geſeginus Hyrſt, can. 
Fr. George Boland. 1521 Fr. 
Hen. — can. ibid. The preceding 
eight vicars were preſented by the prior and 
| convent of Drax. —— Edward Stample. 
1567 Will. Gyrfell, died 1569, Patron, 
Henry, Earl of Northumberland. 1 570 Joh. 
Gelbard, cl. 1585 Joh. Broke, cl. The 
| two loſt were preſented by Queen Elizabeth. © 
| 1616 Thomas Nicholſon, cl. 1626 Hiero- 

| nymus Stockdale, cl. 1631 ——Tate, 
el. 1663 Ja. Dayſon, cl. Theſe four were 

| preſented by the Earls of Northumberland. 


MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS IN 
WRESSLE CHURCH YARD. 


Walter Bulmer of Wreſsle, Dec. 2, 1702s 
Aged 40 years, 


161] 


Robert and Mary Carr of Newſholme, th 
David Craven, late of Loftſome, and nephew | 
of David Mitchell of the fame place, 
Oct. 11, 1763, aged 28 years. 
John Duglas, jun. Aug. 29, 1700. 
Richard Fawcett, vicar of Wreſsle, Feb. 19, | 
10727, aged 57 years. | 
David Mitchell late of Loſtſome, April 8, 
1762, aged 75 years. 
Robert Orton, OR. 12, 1746, aged 46, a 
Elizabeth his wife, Jan. 3, 1747, aged 
es. 
Joan the wife of William Wily, . 1 
5 1 ; 


' „ 


'WRESSLE. | 
| On the gre in nearly the centre of th 
THE MAY POLE, 


the ſcene of many a rural feſtivity. 


# 


* 
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deed Qro@r0 


go out early in the morning of the firſt day 
of May, to gather the flowering thorns and 
the- dew of the graſs, which they brought 
home with muſic and acclamations, and hav- 
ing dreſſed a pole on the town green with 
| garlands, danced around it. The May dew 
was conſidered as a grand coſmetic, preſerv- 
ing the face from wrinkles and the traces of 
old age, the happieſt gift that Flora could 


beſtow upon her votaries. From theſe re- 


mains it appears that the Romans inſtituted 
this feſtival, who obſerved it in honour of 
the Goddeſs Flora. What particular rites 
originally attended it with that People, we 
ſhall not enquire, at preſent it is celebrated 
only with mirth, innocence, and love.. 
The May feaſt was prepared of warm milk 

from the cow, ſweet cake, and wine; anda 
kind of divination was practiſed by fiſhing 
with a ladle for a wedding ring, which was 


1 2.1 


dropped into it for the purpoſe of -prognaſti. 
cating who ſhould be firſt married. | 
Mr. Brand in his obſervations on Bourne's 


« Popular Antiquities,” fays, **That our - 


ceſtors held an anniverſary afſembly on May 
pole) was the great ſtandard of Juſtice in the 
Ey-commons or fields of May. Here it ws | 
that the people, if they ſaw cauſe, depoſed | 


or crown, when hung on the top of the May 1 


or pole, was the great ſignal for convening | 


the people. This was, from the remoteſt | 


' ages, one of the moſt ancient cuſtoms. | 
| © The firſt of May was conſidered as the 

boundary day between the confines of Winter 
and Summer, alluſively to which, there was | 
inſtituted a ſportful war, between two par- 
ties, the one in defence of the continuance 
of Winter, the other for bringing in the 
Summer. The youth were divided into 


1 


a Spring. The mock 

battle was always fought booty, the Spring 
was ſure to obtain the victory, which they 
celebrated by carrying triumphantly green 
branches with May flowers, proclaiming and 

finging the ſong of joy, of which the burden 

| was in theſe, or equivalent terms, 

We have brought the Summer home. 
"Theſe ſports may bring to the Reader's 

 recolleQion theſe beautiful lines of Goldſmith. 

Hos often have I bleſt the coming day, 

When toil remitting lent its turn to play, þ 
And all the village train from labour free, 
Led up their ſports beneath the ſpreading tree, 

N mtg «: ihe odd WOES; 
And fig of aa eo fragment. 


round 1 
And 
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And ſtill as each repeated pleaſure tir d, 
 Zucceeding ſports the mirthful band inſpir'd; 
The dancing pair that fimply fought renown, - 
By holding out to tire each other down; 


The baſhful virgin's fide-long looks of love, 0 


| The matron's glance that would thoſe * 
1 
Theſe were thy charms, ſuect village ; =Y 
like theſe, 
| Wit ret fucrion taught een ese. 


n. ** | 


1 


of the church, is held on the Sunday ant }| 


5 Monday next after the nativity of the vi. 
gin. C, 


"po BY 
e were originally feaſts of dedication, an 
g dr f, bes. rg 


dicated. e the Temple at keen boots was 


. and on jacent 
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in Wreſlle, 
g enumeration. 
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followin 
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Caltle, - . 


Houſes, 
Farms, 
Inhabitants, | 
| | Males, : 
| Females, : 
| Married Coup 
Widowers, 


People 
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Male Servants, 1 "= > 
"Be ale Servants, V 
Freeholdets, ” A 
| Reſident Frecholders, | . f 
Men liable to ſerve in the _ 
NEWSHOLME- 


1. Domeſday Book, this village i the | 
deſcribed. 
The Land of Ralph de Mortemer. C 


1 '} TERRA RAUL: DE MORTEMER, 
Car. tre et 


LT 


In Newſholme Editha held fix carucates 
and one oxgang of land, which were rated to 
the geld, the arable part of which might be 
tilled with four ploughs. Six oxgangs of this 
| land lie in the ſoc of Spaldington. Ralph de 
Mortemer holds in Newſholme half a carucate 
{ andthere is one villan, who has two oxen. In 
1 the time of King Edward, this manor was 
valued at twenty ſhillings, now it is valued at 
ten ſhillings. 55 
1 To this manor pertains as a soc or liberty, 
one carucate and fix oxgangs.of land in Wreſ- 
le and two carucates in Gribthorp. Theſe are 
rated to the geld for three carucates and fix ox- 
j- gangs of which there is arable land ſufficient 
por three ploughs. Ralph de Mortemer holds 

one 


mmm | 
in the family of Mortimer: Armas Donn 
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one carucate which is valued at fix ſhilling 
and eight pence. | 
It appears from the above extract, that be. | 
fore the Norman Conqueſt, Editha, Queengf | 
Edward the confeſſor, held the manor of | 
Newſholme. She was daughter of EA 
Goodwin, was married to Edward _ 
year 1044, and died in 1074. 
From what is ſaid in page » 6a. na 
that there was a chapel at this village in the 
year 1352, in ſome fort ſubject to the * 
and convent of Malton. b 
In the record called Ne: omina Fillarun, 
taken 9 Edward II. anno 1316, Newſholme | 
is put down as a manor 2 to the 
Lady Veſci. 
This village liesin the a between How- 
den and Selby, and between Howden ani 
Vork. 
The houſes and families in Newſholkis | 
are thus enumerated, viz. 1. 
—_— . 1 . 10 


Houſes, 


Houſes, A 3535 21 
Families, . N . 34 
Married couples, 54 . 18 
In the townſhip of Newſholme are two 


commons, one called the low moor, contain- 
ing about fifty acres, and the other called the 
high moor, about four hundred acres. There 
are alſo twelve open fields, which contain 
about 300 acres. The total quantity of land 
in this townſhip amounts to upwards of 1200 


I Acres. 


BRIND. 
„— 


eurs, except what is related in page 61, and 
chat in the record called Nomina Villarum, 
9 Edward II. anne 1316, Brind is put down 
as a manor belonging to the Lady Veſci. 
This village has been conſiderably larger 
than it is at preſent. The ſcites of ſeveral 


| houſes being yet very diſtinct. 


FR 


CS .Y 
The houſes and families in Brind are hm 
enumerated. | "= 
—_— ; 
Houſes, X IP 4 9 


r 
Married couples 8 
It appears from Torre's MSS. that, prir 
to the year 135 3, the Priory of Malton had 
a grange at this village. + 


LOFTSOME. 


In the 9 Edward II. 1316, Loſtſome is 
ſaid to be the lordſhip of William de Percy. | 
Here three carucates and five oxgangs of 
land made the fourth part of a knight's fee. 
Henry de Monte Alto confirmed to the 
prior and convent of Drax, two oxgangs of 
land, which that priory held in this territory, 


and alſo gave fifteen acres and three roods of 


{Tin the river Derwent. 


ummon paſture for their other cattle, as 


| which Richard his ſon confirmed and alſo 
re an acre of meadow in this place. = 
| Robert de Nehus gave to the faid priory 
Iwo oxgangs in Lofthus, with a toft and alſo 


ods inde ae cage with three 
Nehus. 2 


t Burton's Men, Ebor. p. 107. 


[29] 
ind and meadow, with a place for a fiſhery 


Robert de Neuhus (Newſholme) gave to 
de faid priory of Drax a fiſhery in the river 
Derwent. with meadow in Lofthuſum, and 
dſo paſture for one hundred ſheep, with 


nuch as belonged to one oxgang in Lofthus, 


half of the culture of land near the bound- 


There is a ferry at Loſtſome over the river 
Derwent, on the road between Howden and 
&lby, and between Howden-and York. 
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APPENDIX. 


Og of February, * a ſire 
broke out in the caſtle at Wreſſle, in 


5 conſequence of a chimney being ſet on fire to 
clear it of ſoot, which entirely conſumed the 
l fame in a few hours. 


The fire had rather blazed out of the chim- 


- ney moſt part of the day, and though no en- 
deavours had heen made to extinguiſh it, yet | 
at night the family thought it was out, and 
| had accordingly gone to bed, but about nine 
o' clock it ſuddenly burſt out with great fury, 


and though the engines were ſent for from 


| þ Howden, and after they arrived every exertion 
was uſed to fave the building, yet the whole, 
including even the Pariſh Regiſters, (which 


} leman's Magazine for May, 1796, P. 647. 


1 was conſumed, except the Furniture belonging 


were depoſited in the chapel of the caſtle) 


to the Perſon who refided in it, See the Gen- 
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The inhabitants of Wrefile have a tradition, 
that all the men capable of bearing arms in 
that pariſh, were with the Earl of Northum- 
berland at the battle of Chevy Chace, where | 
Dr. Percy ſays that the firſt Earl ofNorth. 
umberland fought the battle of Chevy Chace, 
but the well known ſong of that name has 
been embelliſhed with ſeveral circumſtances | 
relating to the battle of Otterburn.—Vide | 
* Reliques of ancient Poetry,” vol. 1. p. 1. 
and ſequel, and p. 249, where Dr. Percy has 
given as full an account of that affair as can 
de obtained—thoſe who wiſh for more on 
that head, on reference thereto, will meet 
with many curious particulars. 1 
See alſo a beautiful critique on this old ſong 
in the Spectator, Numbers 70 and 74. 

Page 38, Note p. In the houſes of our an- 
cient nobility, they dined at long tables; the 
lord and his principal gueſts fat at the upper 
end of the firſt table, in the great chamber 
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which was therefore called · the lord's board 


end”. The officers of his houſhold and in- 
ferior gueſts at long tables in the hall.. In 
the middle of each table ſtood a great falt- 
ſeller, and as particular care was taken to 
place the gueſts according to their rank, it 
became a mark of diſtinction, whether a per- 
ſon fat above or below the ſalt. 
In Godwin's lives of the biſhops may be 
ſeen a particular account of the great feaſt 
made by George Nevill, archbiſhop of York, 
with a liſt of the principal gueſts, and the 
places they had at each table. 


The following is a lift of the. ticken and 
their prices and quantities, which the Percy 
houſhold book expreſſes ſhould ſerve for a 
I your, — 
| Wheat, 236; quarters, at 6s. PRI 


Malt, 249 qrs. 1 buſh. at 45. the qr. 
Fat Oxen, 109, at 13s. 4d. each. 
| Lean Oxen, 24, at 8s, cach, to be fed in 
2 —— ä 


4 1 84 1 


Midas 26), ft hd lean, ot 20d. each, | 
one with another. | 
Gaſcony Wine, 10 tuns, » hogtheads, at 
al. 14. 44. the tun, viz. Red Wine, 3 tuns, 
Claret Wine, 5 tuns, White Wine, 2 tuns, 2 | 
Porks, (Pigs) 25, at 2s. each. 
Calves, 28, at 20d. each. 
Lambs, 60, of which, 10 at 12d. each, to 
ſerve from Chriſtmas to Shrovetide, and 5o 
at Iod. each, to ſerve from Eaſter to Midſum-—- 
mer. 

Stockfiſh, 160, at 2:4. each, for the Lent 
ſeaſon. | 
Saltfich, 1122 at 4d. each. | 
White Herrings, 9 barrels at 1 os. the barrel, 
| Red Herrings, 10 cades, (each cade, * 
at 6s. 8d. the cade. 

Sprats, 5 cades, (each cade 26000 at 2. 
the cade. 
Salt Salmon, 200, at 64. each. | -4 
Salt Sturgeon, 3 firkins, at 10s, each firkin. 
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Salt Eels, 5 cags, at 45. the cag. 
Figs, 4 coppets, at 20d. each. 
Great Raiſins, 4 coppets, at 20d. each. 
Hops, 656 /6, at 13s. 4d. per 12006. 
Honey, 1 barrel, at 22s. the barrel. 
Oil, for frying Fiſh, 1. barrel, (the barrel 
1 24 gallons) 1139. the gallon. 
1 Wax, for candles and Torches, 327416. at 
94. per Ub. 
RNoſin, for Torches, 29h. at 124. per Bb. 
Wick, for wax lights, 51/6. at 29. per b. 
Bay Salt, 10 qrs. at 4-. the qr. | 
1 White Salt, 6; qrs. at 4. the qr. 
1 Pariſh Candle, (tallow candles) gt Doz, 


k alb. at 12d. the Doz. 


Vinegar, 40 gallons, at 4d. che gallon. 
Verjuice, 90 gallons, at 3d. the gallon. 
Linen Cloth, for table cloths, towels, aap- | 
kins, &c. 70 ells at 8d. the ell. 
| For the hire of 120 dozens ** 
ſels, at 49. the doz. 
| DBrafs Potts, 2. at 135, 24. each. 
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M./uſtard, ready made, 180 gallons, at 2:4. | 

the gallon. | 
Stone Croſſes, 20 dozen, at 6d. the doz. 
Counterfeit — 2 garniſhes, at J5e. 

each. 

Rough Pewter edle, 6 dozen, at 6s. 8d. 

the doz. 


The following Articles are claſſed under the 
Head, Spices. 


Pepper, 50 lb 1+ „ of Cur- 
rants 200 Ib. Prunes 15 1lb— Ginger 215 lb. 
Mace 6lb. Cloves 3: Ib. Sugar 200: lb. 
Cinnamon, 17 Ib. 3+ quarters—Almonds, 
152 lb. Dates 3olb. Nutmegs 1:1b. Grains 
(of Paradiſe) 7 Ib. Turnſole, 10 :1b. Saunders 
10 lb. Powder of Annes, 3 1b. Rice, 19 lb. 
Comfits 19* Ib. Galangals Ib. Long Pepper | 
1b. Blanch' Powder 2 lb. The amount of 
the prices of the above articles is 25/. 197. 74 
Sea Coals, 80 chaldrons, viz. 20 chaldrow 
at 45. ad. the ch. and 60 chaldrons at 5s. the | 
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Charcoal, 20 quarters, at 124. the qr, 

Faggots, for baking and brewing, 4140s 
at 25. 8d. per 120. 

Great Wood, 64 loads, with the carriage, 
at 124. the load, which is becauſe coals will 
not burn without wood, | 

Oats, for the uſe of his lordſhip's horſes, 
100 quarters, at 2s. the qr. 

Board Wages, for divers of his lordſhip's 
ſervants at certain times of the year, 10/. 
Rewards to players, for plays in chriſtmas, 
at 20d, each play, 1/, 13s. 4d. 
To the laundreſs for waſhing the linen be- 
longing to the chapel, ewry, cellar, pantry, 
| kitchen, and wardrobe, for a year, 2/. 6s. 84, 
Io the comptroller and clerk of the kitch- 
| enfor their coſts in riding out to buy all kinds 


of neceffary proviſions, for one year, 20/. 


For 27 horſes ſhoeing, at 25. 8d. per year, 

each, viz. every horſe to be ſhod once in 

z months, unleſs they travel, and then they 
' are charged extra. 
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Fer mowing and making — 
at Wreflle, at 10d. per acre, and for the cars 
riage of the ſame to the caſtle, 55 loads at 4d)" 
fer load. 

For the fiem of all fach meadows and N 
tures which are parcel of the aſſignument of h 
lordſhip's houſe, viz. at Newthol ne, the 
Hall Ryddynge and Neſchdaills, 56s. a meas * 
dow ground called the Hollefike, 1 35. 4 | 


„ cc 
6s. 84. n 


| For the chapel wages, for one year, whe | 
paid quarterly, 35/. 15s. =p 1 
HFouſhold wages of his lordſhip's — 19 
for one year, tobe paid half yearly, 171d U | I 
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